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1830 room for me only when he had reason to despair of getting the seat for himself, and that the appearances afforded no 4o prospect of success. I took my resolution accordingly, and returned to the hotel where I had alighted on my arrival. I had not been long there when I received a message from the lawyer inviting me to come forward and take his place. I told the messenger in reply that I was not ignorant of what had passed at the meeting, having been one among a crowd of listeners, and that with due sense of his friend's civility I had no mind to take the ostensible position of a candidate with so little prospect of making a successful poll. I left the town forthwith and heard no more of the matter.
" Stockbridge was the next place I canvassed, and there the result was more satisfactory. My return [April 1831] was secured by the payment of a thousand pounds to Mr. Vizard, the attorney. Considering that the borough figured in Schedule No. I of Lord John Russell's Reform Bill, and consequently that my seat was not likely to be good for more than one or two sessions, the price was sufficiently high. The canvass was a mere form. The constituents were few, and most of them, if not all, had been long in the habit of selling their votes. The candidates, whatever they might have guessed, took no immediate part in this corruption, and in my particular instance I had nothing to do but to. shake hands with a portion of the electors, submit to the process of chairing, and give a cheque for the sum originally settled. The chairing was a very primitive operation. The bearers might or might not be sober. At all events they were anything but steady, and the member hoisted on their shoulders had little reason to enjoy his elevation. My colleague was Mr. Barham, the first husband of Lady Clarendon. We called one day together on a shoemaker or cobbler, whose vote, however saleable, was to be solicited. The man was at dinner with his family. On seeing us, he exclaimed, without rising from his seat, ' I know what you are come for, and do you see this knife, I advise you to clear out, that is all.' I replied that we were much obliged to him for his hint, and wished him a pleasant afternoon. To his mind we were evidently robbers, and he would have fought to the knife for what he considered a fair source of profit."